
 

 

11:00 - 11:15: Walk to Coal Oil Point and explore 

11:15 - 11:20: Meet at tables for introduction 

11:20 - 11:30: Session 1 

11: 30 - 11:40: Session 2 

11:40 - 11:50: Session 3 

11:50 - 12:00: Questions and observations 
 

 

Current Map of Area 

 

Courtesy of UC Natural Reserve System  

 

Perspectives  
Some things to think about as you explore! 
 

Ranching and Early Oil History (early history – 1940s) 

● The Campbells invested millions of dollars into developing the landscape and 

building infrastructure. In what ways do you think the history of Coal Oil Point would 

have unraveled differently without the Campbell’s resources? What traces of their 

placemaking do you see at the site today?  

● Early oil infrastructure was cheap and unstable, indicating that it was not meant to 

be the beginning of a long-term business venture. Does this remind you of any other 

stories of extractive industries? If yes, why? If no, how is it different than other “boom 

and bust” situations? 

● There are few sights or signs that tell Chumash history, even though they were 

present here for far longer than the Campbells or the Devereux School. What kinds 

of interpretation (e.g. signs and events) would you add to tell more of this history? 

Tour of Coal Oil Point 

November 30, 2018 



 
 

 
 
 
 
ARCO History (1980 – 1990s) 

● Platform Holly is not just one structure with one method of extraction. Instead, like 
other oil platforms, there are 32 wells that are invisible to us from the surface. In the 
1980s, ARCOs planned to build two more platforms (Holly and Heron) which would 
have produced over 100 new wells. But, this request was denied by California. How 

does this reality of what “lies beneath the surface” challenge our thinking about 

extraction?  
● ARCO sought to create new onshore and offshore platforms here at Coal Oil Point. 

The responses by UC Santa Barbara and environmental groups like the Sierra Club 
to ARCO were crucial in stopping the project. How might be better commemorate or 

remember such “battles” and their actors? Could media remediate these sites to ensure 

the visibility of such flashpoints? 
● Since ARCO’s project was unable to move forward, the company sued the 

California government for nearly 800 million dollars. Our class learned several weeks 

ago about how taxpayer dollars are being used to pay for the closure of Rincon Island – 

despite the former parent company still being in operation. How do oil companies, in 

particular, seem to utilize a particular concept of temporality in a way that allows them to 

frequently place responsibility on denizens? 
 

Coal Oil Point Nature Reserve: Contemporary relationships between oil and conservation 

(1990 – present) 

● The restoration projects at Coal Oil Point have not only restored ecosystems and 

conserved habitats, but they’ve also turned the beach into a place for the local 

community to enjoy. In the process, almost all trace of the wells and infrastructure that 

once existed here have been erased. In what ways does making this infrastructure 

invisible shape our relationship to the land here? 

● Until it went bankrupt in 2015, Venoco, the company operating Platform Holly, was 

helping the Reserve decommission oil infrastructure and restore this area. This 

relationship can be interpreted in different ways. Was it a cynical public relations 

maneuver? Was it an attempt to make the impacts of oil development invisible and justify 

further development? Was it a genuine commitment to restoring the land and supporting 

the Reserve? How do you interpret this relationship? 

● People often say Santa Barbara is the birthplace of modern environmentalism, yet 

Santa Barbara County remains the 4th largest oil-producing county in California 

and California is the 4th largest oil-producing state in the US. The juxtaposition of 

Platform Holly offshore looming over the onshore Coal Oil Point Nature Reserve, 

especially the Snowy Plover reserve, captures this irony beautifully. What different 

narratives might this juxtaposition tell about environmentalism in Santa Barbara? 

 

 
A beautiful day at Coal Oil Point 



 
 

 

 

 

Map of Oil Development in the Area in the 1920s 
Each rectangle offshore represents an area permitted to oil companies to develop early offshore drilling. 

 

Courtesy of UC Santa Barbara Special Collections 

 

Map of Proposed ARCO Plan in the Area in the 1980s 
Pay special attention to the proposed platforms (Holly and Heron). Platform Holly - now decommissioned - still 
exists today.  

 
Courtesy of UC Santa Barbara Special Collections 
 



 
 

 

¨

¨

Y
Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

V
an
de
nb
er
g

A
ir

Fo
rc
e

B
as
e

VENTU
RA  C

OUNTY

Sa
nt

a
B

ar
ba

ra
C

ha
nn

el

Pacific

Ocean

Ba
lla

rd

KERN  COUNTY

SA
N

LU
IS

O
BI

SP
O

C
O

U
NT

Y

Do
s C

ua
dr

as
Ma

nd
ala

y

O
xn

ar
d

Ho
lly

El
lw

oo
d

Ma
rin

e T
er

mi
na

l
Ve

no
co

Venoco

Ve
no

co
/

El
lw

oo
d

Fe
de

ra
l E

co
lo

gi
ca

l 
Pr

es
er

ve
Sa

nt
a 

Yn
ez

 U
ni

t -
 E

xx
on

M
ob

il
Bu

ffe
r Z

on
e

AA
PL

La
s F

lor
es

Ex
xo

nM
ob

il/P
op

co
La

s 
Fl

or
es

 C
an

yo
n

(co
ns

oli
da

tio
n s

ite
)

Al
l A

me
ric

an
Co

as
tal

Pi
pe

lin
e

(L
ine

 9
01

)

AA
PL

Ga
vio

ta

FM
OG

/G
av

io
ta

Sh
ell

He
rcu

les

Sh
ell

/G
av

iot
a

Te
rm

ina
l

(co
ns

oli
da

tio
n s

ite
)

Fe
de

ra
l/S

ta
te

B o
un

da
ry

(3
Na

ut
ic

al
M

ile
s)

O O192

Mr
. C

lea
n I

Mr
. C

lea
n I

II

O O166
E&

B 
Na

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

es

Al
l A

m
er

ica
n 

Pi
pe

lin
e

(L
ine

 9
03

)

Po
in

t A
rg

ue
llo

U
ni

t -
 F

M
O

GPo
in

t
Pe

de
rn

al
es

U
ni

t
FM

O
G

Tr
an

qu
ill

on
Ri

dg
e 

U
ni

t

FM
OG

/L
om

po
c

Oi
l &

 G
as

 P
lan

t

Sa
nt
a
C
r u
z
Is
la
nd

Ph
illi

ps
 6

6
Sa

nta
 M

ar
ia

Ph
illi

ps
 6

6
Or

cu
tt

FM
OG

Pi
pe

lin
es

Ph
illi

ps
 6

6
Pi

pe
lin

e
(L

ine
 3

00
)

(C
ru

de
 O

nly
)

FM
OG

Sa
les

Ga
sli

ne

Gr
ek

a/S
an

ta
 M

ar
ia

As
ph

alt
 R

ef
in

er
y

Ph
illi

ps
 66

Sa
nt

a M
ar

ia 
Re

fin
er

y
Ph

illi
ps

 6
6

Su
mm

it

Ph
illi

ps
 6

6
Si

sq
uo

c P
ipe

lin
e

Al
l A

m
er

ica
n 

Pi
pe

lin
e

(L
ine

 9
03

)

Al
l A

me
ric

an
 P

ipe
lin

e
(L

ine
 9

03
)

FM
OG

Pi
pe

lin
e

Federal/StateBoundary

St
at

e
W

at
er

PA
PC

O/
PA

NG
L

Pi
pe

lin
es

Coa
st

al

Zo
ne

Do
s C

ua
dr

as
Pi

pe
lin

e

£ ¤10
1

£ ¤10
1

State
Water

St
at

e
W

at
er

8g
 Li

ne

8g
 L

in
e

8g
 Li

ne

Cha
nn

el
Isl

an
ds

Na
tio

na
lM

ar
in

e
Sa

nc
tu

ar
y

8g
 L

in
e

S
a
n
ta

B
a
r b
a
r a

C
o
u
n
t y

44
4

43
8

43
7

44
0

44
1

St
ra

us
s

W
ind

 E
ne

rg
y

Pr
oje

ct

Ve
no

co

Cu
ya

ma
 S

ola
r A

rra
y

Po
in

t
Ar

gu
el

lo

Ve
no

co
Pi

pe
lin

e
(L

ine
 9

6)

Va
qu

er
o/

Pe
tro

ro
ck ER

G 
EC

C

AE
RA

EC
C

Fo
xe

n 
Pi

pe
lin

e (
Ap

pr
ov

ed
)

S
an

ta
 

M
ar

ia

S
an

ta
 B

ar
ba

ra

Lo
m

po
c

G
ol

et
a

S
ol

va
ng

C
ar

pi
nt

er
ia

B
ue

llt
on

G
ua

da
lu

pe

O
rc

ut
t

M
on

te
ci

to

 

 

Is
la

 
Vi

st
a

Sa
nt

a 
Y

ne
z

 

 

 

V
an

de
nb

er
g 

V
ill

ag
e

M
is

si
on

 
H

ill
s

 

 

 

Lo
s 

Al
am

os

 

 

 

Lo
s 

O
liv

os

N
ew

 C
uy

am
a

 

 

 

 

C
uy

am
a

C
as

m
al

ia

 

Si
sq

uo
c

G
ar

ey

 
 

 

La
ke

 
Ca

ch
um

a

Tw
itc

he
ll 

Re
se

rv
oi

r

!33

V
en

tu
ra

A
rr

oy
o 

G
ra

nd
e

Pi
ta

s
Po

in
t

Po
rt

H
ue

ne
m

e

73
5

Ve
no

co
/

Ca
rp

in
te

ria

Do
s C

ua
dr

as
/

Ri
nc

on

La
 C

on
ch

ita

Ri
nc

on
 Is

la
nd

Sa
nt

a
Cl

ar
a

U
ni

t

Pi
ta

s P
oi

nt
 U

ni
t

Po
in

t H
ue

ne
m

e 
U

ni
t

£ ¤10
1

Su
rf

N
ap

le
s

G
av

io
ta

St
at

e 
Be

ac
h

Po
in

t
Sa

l

Lo
on

 
Po

in
t

M
us

se
l P

oi
nt

Ri
nc

on
 

Po
in

t

Ca
m

pu
s 

Po
in

t

Pu
ri

si
m

a
Po

in
t

Pt
. C

on
ce

pt
io

n

Po
in

t
Pe

de
rn

al
es

G
ov

er
nm

en
t P

oi
nt

Re
fu

gi
o 

St
at

e 
Be

ac
h

El
 C

ap
ita

n 
St

at
e 

Be
ac

h

C
B A

Ga
il

Gi
na

Ire
ne

He
nr

y

Gr
ac

e
Gi

ld
a

Ho
nd

o

Ho
ga

n

Hi
da

lg
o

He
rm

os
a

Ha
rv

es
t

Ha
bi

ta
t

Ha
rm

on
y

Ho
uc

hi
n

He
rit

ag
e

Hi
llh

ou
se

18
8

20
4

20
5

20
3

20
9

20
8

21
5

21
7

Ve
no

co
21

6

34
6

23
4Su

n
24

0

18
2

18
3

32
9

18
1

18
0

46
1

19
1

19
5

To
rch

 24
1

18
7

45
1

45
0

31
5

31
6

19
2

18
9

19
3

19
4

32
6

19
0

43
7

20
2

16
6

33
14

18
24

31
33

32
42

31
50

31
20

79
11

14
66

14
5

42
7

Ve
no

co
40

00

42
1

41
0

42
9

Ex
xo

n

Ve
no

co
Ve

no
co

O O 1

O O166

O O135

O O154

O O246

O O33

O O150

O O 1

Mapping\Energy\Oil & Gas Facilities Map\Oil & Gas Facilities Map  2017 06 06 several changes.mxd

¦ Sa
nt

a 
B

ar
ba

ra
 C

ou
nt

y
Sa

nt
a 

B
ar

ba
ra

 C
ou

nt
y

E
ne

rg
y 

D
iv

is
io

n 
M

ap
0

5
10

15
1

2
3

4
M

ile
s

Ma
p 

pr
od

uc
ed

 b
y S

an
ta

 B
ar

ba
ra

 C
ou

nt
y

Pl
an

nin
g  

& 
 D

ev
elo

pm
en

t -
 Ju

ne
 6,

 2
01

7

St
at

e L
ea

se
s De

ve
lop

ed
 

Un
de

ve
lop

ed

De
ve

lop
ed

Le
as

e U
nit

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

Ec
olo

gic
al 

Pr
es

er
ve

 &
 B

uff
er

 Z
on

e
Fe

de
ra

l/S
tat

e W
ate

r B
ou

nd
ar

y

Pi
pe

lin
es

 

Ch
an

ne
l Is

lan
ds

 N
at

'l M
ar

in
e 

Sa
nc

tu
ar

y B
nd

y

Fe
de

ra
l L

ea
se

s

Of
fs

ho
re

 O
il 

an
d 

G
as

 L
ea

se
s

Fa
cil

iti
es

 a
nd

 S
up

po
rt
*

8g
 Li

ne
Co

as
tal

 Z
on

e B
ou

nd
ar

y

He
lis

up
po

rt

Pl
atf

or
m

Re
fin

er
y

Ga
s p

ro
ce

ss
ing

 pl
an

t

Oi
l s

ep
ar

ati
on

 an
d t

re
atm

en
t p

lan
t

Oi
l a

nd
 ga

s s
ep

ar
ati

on
, tr

ea
tm

en
t 

an
d g

as
 pr

oc
es

sin
g p

lan
t

Ma
rin

e t
er

mi
na

l

St
or

ag
e t

an
ks

 <
50

0,0
00

 bb
l

St
or

ag
e t

an
ks

 50
0,0

00
 to

 1,
00

0,0
00

 bb
l

Cr
ew

 an
d l

igh
t s

up
po

rt 
su

pp
ly 

ba
se

So
il r

em
ed

iat
ion

P
S

Pu
mp

 st
ati

on
s

On
sh

or
e d

rill
 si

te

Oi
l-s

pil
l c

on
tai

nm
en

t v
es

se
l

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e E

ne
rg

y

W
ind

 E
ne

rg
y

Pr
op

os
ed

Pr
op

os
ed

 D
ire

cti
on

al 
Dr

illi
ng Fa

cil
itie

s u
nd

er
 a

ba
nd

on
m

en
t s

ho
wn

 in
 ye

llo
w.

Pr
op

os
ed

 fa
cil

itie
s s

ho
wn

 in
 re

d.
"

"

"

Ne
w 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
fro

m
 ex

ist
ing

 fa
cil

itie
s s

ho
wn

 in
 p

ur
ple

.

Un
de

ve
lop

ed

! p

ªSo
lar

 E
ne

rg
y

«

! p

ª

Oi
l/G

as
 P

ro
du

cti
on


